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Glendale City Hall, Up Close
What Glendale's council actually debated — discussion time, motions, and public comment recovered from meeting
video transcripts.
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Over six months, one demand crowded Glendale's public microphone: residents wanted the Montrose parking lots
taken out of the city's residential overlay and off the state's surplus-land list, a point raised by nearly every speaker and
all four callers. The council floor was somewhere else — its longest hours went to a FY 2026-27 budget deficit and to
how Glendale should answer state housing law, not to the parking lots themselves.

WHERE GLENDALE'S ATTENTION WENT

Governance & Admin… 25%
Budget & Finance 19%
Streets & Infrastructure 17%
Housing 10%
Permitting & Land Use 8%
Climate & Environment 6%
Public Safety 6%

BIGGEST DOLLAR DECISIONS

ITEM AMOUNT

30-year agreement to buy 25 MW of solar from the
Notch Peak project ↗ (Southern California Public Power
Authority)

$25M

Six-year tree-maintenance contract to West Coast
Arborists, Inc. ↗

$19.3M

Construction contract with ARC Construction for the
Central Park Block project ↗

$12.7M

Added builders-risk insurance for the Grayson
Repowering Project ↗

$11.2M

Extended the recycling-center operating contract two
years, through 2028 ↗ (Cedarwood-Young Company
DBA Allan Company)

$4.1M

WHAT HELD THE FLOOR LONGEST — FROM THE TRANSCRIPTS

ITEM DATE FLOOR TIME OUTCOME

Expanded the planning consultant's contract for SB 79 zoning analysis; added 9 months ↗ 2026-03-03 119 min passed

Third of four budget sessions: FY 2026-27 capital plan, 245 projects, fee changes ↗ 2026-05-28 117 min passed

Charter review: civil service, governance structure, elected vs. appointed offices ↗ 2026-03-24 109 min passed

FY 2025-26 first-quarter finances and a classification-and-compensation update ↗ 2025-12-09 106 min passed

First budget session: five-year forecast and a FY 2026-27 structural deficit ↗ 2026-04-30 104 min discussion
only

Floor time = how long the item held the council floor on video — a measure of deliberation, not importance. "Discussion only" = no motion was
captured for the item.
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For six months residents pressed the council to pull the Montrose parking lots out of the City Residential Overlay and
withdraw them from the state Surplus Land Act, arguing the lots are essential to the shopping park's merchants and
foot traffic and that Glendale is already a dense, traffic-burdened city. The council did not settle the parking-lot
question in this window. Its longest single debate, 119 minutes on March 3, went instead to a broader response to SB
79, the state law that overrides local zoning to allow more housing: the council voted to expand a planning
consultant's contract for a parcel-by-parcel analysis and to push the General Plan timeline back nine months. That
defers the zoning decisions residents are worried about into a longer study rather than resolving them now. Budget
ate most of the rest of the floor, with a structural FY 2026-27 deficit driving a four-session study series running 104 to
117 minutes apiece, plus a 106-minute first-quarter financial review and a 109-minute charter-review discussion.

WHAT RESIDENTS TOLD THE COUNCIL

PUBLIC-COMMENT THEME SPEAKERS

Remove the City Residential Overlay (COR/CORAL) from public parking lots and withdraw those lots from the State
Surplus Land Act designation — the dominant issue, raised by nearly every speaker and all four callers

15

Opposition to housing development on city-owned parking lots (Montrose surplus land designation) 9

Protecting Montrose's small-business character and community parking — speakers argued the lots are essential for
retail merchants, foot traffic, and neighborhood events

8

REMOVE THE CITY RESIDENTIAL OVERLAY (COR/CORAL) FROM PUBLIC…

“Residential development on these lots. Over the past several monthshs, community members have repeatedly and clearly
communicated both in public meetings and at city council that we oppose any zoning changes to the lots next to the ross and
royal neighborhoods and those adjacent t to the montrose shopping park, the parking lots…”
— Glendale council meeting, 2025-12-02 · watch ▸

MOTIONS RECOVERED FROM THE VIDEO RECORD

DATE ITEM OUTCOME TALLY

2026-06-02 Approved a 30-year deal to buy 25 MW of solar from the Notch Peak project ↗ passed 5–0

2026-05-28 Held the third of four FY 2026-27 budget study sessions on the capital plan ↗ passed

2026-05-19 Proclaimed May 2026 Historic Preservation Month ↗ passed 5–0

2026-05-19 Adopted objective design standards as new Municipal Code Chapter 30.17 ↗ passed

2026-05-19 Cut adopted solid-waste rate increases from 10% to 4% for 2026 and 2027 ↗ passed 3–0

Outcomes and vote tallies are recovered from the meeting video. Captions carry no speaker labels, so we don't attribute who moved each item.

Bottom line. This was a budget-and-mandate season for Glendale: the FY 2026-27 deficit and the state's housing law set the
council's longest agendas, while residents spent the public microphone on one concrete fight over the Montrose parking
lots. The open question is whether the nine-month zoning study ends with those lots opened to housing or left as parking, a
decision the council postponed rather than made.

Sources & method. 35 Glendale council meetings (90 hours of video) were transcript-analyzed; floor time, motions, and public-comment themes come from
those captions, each backed by verbatim, timestamped quotes. Each row links to its primary agenda record. Dollar figures are extracted from grounded
agenda text (one amount per item, deduped). Every figure traces to a primary council record (agenda, minutes, caption transcript, code publisher, or bid
portal) and can be re-checked against the original source. Quotes are drawn verbatim from auto-generated meeting captions, lightly edited for clarity
(caption filler and stutters removed; wording unchanged) — each links to its video timestamp. Data window Dec 2, 2025 – Jun 2, 2026. Generated Jun 7, 2026
from MetroScope's database — regenerable on request with current data, or for a different city, issue, or question.
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